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4:00 p.m. via Zoom 
 

 

 

Minutes 
 

In Attendance: B. Gauthier, M. Duncalfe, S. Bailey, A. McDonald, R. Burke, B. van Diest, D. Jutila, C. 
Maltais, S. Parker, S. Penner, B. Van Diest, T. Zurkan, D. Curtis, J. Hummelbrunner, T. Oberg 
 
Guests: T. Barber, L. Young, S. Pharand, S. Pilipishen 
Regrets: J. Bachynski, K. Gardiman, L. Carlson 

Agenda Item Discussion Follow-Up 

1. Welcome/Introductions S. Bailey welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

2. Land Acknowledgement Ann McDonald gave the land acknowledgement.  

3. Roll Call   

4. Approval of the Agenda Moved by:       M. Duncalfe 
Seconded by:  R. Burke 
 
That the agenda of March 31, 2021 be approved. 

 

5. Minutes  Moved by:       M. Duncalfe 
Seconded by:  R. Burke 
 
That the minutes of January 27, 2021 be approved. 

 

6. Presentation: 
Phonological 
Awareness 

Presented by: T. Barber and L. Young  
(see attached presentation) 
 

 

7. Early Years 
KPDSB/KDSB Update 

T. Zurkan 
We have an ongoing partnership and this truly does 
benefit the schools and centres. The communication has 
been so successful especially with Covid.  Marc Tardif 
who is the Program Advisor from the MOE has been 
visiting the sites at Evergreen and Keewatin and was 
very impressed with the results. 
 
A. McDonald / S. Pilipishen 
We have kicked off Kindergarten registration week with 
the great work from Sheena.  A to mention the integral 
part our partners shared in assisting with getting the 
information out to our families. 
- Campaign is a success because of our team effort 
- Can be stressful for families so we have tried to 

make it as easy as we can. 
- Partnered with area boards and work collaboratively 

together to do a regional campaign. 
- Feedback always asked for and considered for 

improvements. 
- This year unable to do open houses in schools so 

we focused on what we could do. 
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- Online and virtual tours were a part of this.  
- Schools worked very hard to share their school 

information about Kindergarten. 
- Kindergarten at KP – new website (link here) 
- Registration through website 
- Postcards went out in mail to families. 
- Paid Ads, Radio Ads were shared 
- Virtual Open Houses were offered by schools 
- Kindergarten Bags were available for pickup before 

open houses. 
- Activities were dropped off for families to participate. 
- Highest Kindergarten registration we have ever had. 
- Such a positive response from families. 
Ann McDonald also shared about the emailers that are 
going home to the new families.  If our partners have 
anything to share we can work together to get news out 
to the families.  Also mentioning about the PD day 
participation with Karen Callahan. 
 

8. Retrofit Update  S. Parker shared a virtual tour of childcare site 
renovations. Pre-school rooms, toddlers’ rooms, 
kitchens, storage, bathrooms, laundry area and play 
spaces. 
Next to work on will be the outside spaces this coming 
spring. 
 

 

9. Partnerships in Action 
Update 

J. Bachynski - KPDSB 
Our Special Education Leads are beginning to receive 
the Transition to School Documents “How Does 
Learning Happen for your Child?” from our EarlyOn 
programs.  The next steps are to share those with the 
schools once we receive registration confirmation.  
Upon receipt the school team will contact the parents to 
set up a transition meeting either virtual or phone 
conference to ensure that a smooth transition is made 
available for our students who may need those extra 
supports to transition to school. 
 K. Gardiman – NWHU update from CDP on Nutrition 
Programs 

• NWHU has received one-time grants from the 
Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services 
and Breakfast Clubs of Canada to increase support 
for student nutrition including school meal and snack 
programs, virtual students and summer 2021 food 
programs.  

 

https://www.katkp.ca/
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• Options to support virtual students on weekdays 
include - additional food for weekdays provided to 
virtual students who are already connected to 
Nutrition on Weekends programs; grocery gift cards 
can be offered where student is not connected to 
NOW program or the program doesn’t have capacity 
to provide larger food bags to virtual students.  

• Plan to partner with local emergency food partners 
for summer food program, similar to 2020. 

• NWHU bulk purchased individually wrapped granola 
bars and oatmeal biscuits for student nutrition 
programs – 100% of schools placed an order and 
delivery is to be received this week. 
 

D. Curtis/J. Hummelbrunner - Firefly 
Provincial budget announcement – is to dedicate an 
increase of 240,000,000 to the pediatric rehab sector for 
the first time in twelve years. 
Money is focused on addressing wait lists.  We are still 
waiting to expand our services for children with autism. 
 
R. Burke 
We are still not operating after school programs at Sioux 
Mountain PS and running at half the capacity.  Not quite 
fully staffed and wait list is piling up.   
 
S. Pharand 
Said thanks for the opportunity to join this meeting 
tonight and presentation was excellent as well as sneak 
peek with S. Parker’s walk through. 
 

10. Other Business A. McDonald shared that a Virtual Retirement for  
Caryl Hron will be happening on April 20, 2021. 
 

 

11. Next Meeting May 26, 2021 @ 4:00 p.m. CST – Zoom 
 

 

12. Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 5:12 p.m.  
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As a part of Family Literacy Month, we are pleased to have the opportunity to meet 
with families to present a workshop on how to support our young learners with their 

literacy learning.  The role that families play in developing literacy skills is critical.  
There are so many fun ways to support students at home – through practice and play, 

and as a school, we value that contribution you make so much.  We work hard to 
ensure that students develop reading, writing, speaking and listening skills at an early 

age, as we know it can impact their future in a positive way.  

Thank you for joining with us this evening to hear suggestions for how you can 
practice and play with your child(ren) at home. 
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Developing a child's phonological awareness is an important part of developing a reader. Students 
at risk for reading difficulty often have lower levels of phonological awareness and phonemic 

awareness than their classmates. The good news is that phonemic awareness and phonological 
awareness can be developed through a number of activities.

 Phonological awareness can be considered the ability to listen 
inside a word. It is the skill  of having a sensitivity or explicit 

awareness of and ability to manipulate the phonological  
structures within words.
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Phonemic awareness is the ability to hear, identify and manipulate individual sounds 
in  spoken words.

☆ The two best predictors of early reading success are alphabet recognition and phonemic awareness. (Adams, 1990)

☆ Phonemic awareness has been shown to be a very powerful predictor of later reading achievement. (Griffith and Olson, 1992)

☆ All children can benefit from being taught directly how to break up spoken words into smaller units and how letters 
represent sounds. (Shaywitz, 1999)

☆ Research suggests that hearing, learning and reciting Mother Goose nursery rhymes can help young children take 
the first steps toward becoming proficient readers. (Sadler-Oxford, 2000)

☆ There is a strong link between nursery rhyme knowledge of Pre-K and their future success in reading and spelling. 
(MacLean, Bryant and Bradley, 1987)
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🕮Phonological awareness can be considered the ability to listen inside a word. It is the skill of having a 

sensitivity or explicit awareness of and ability to manipulate the phonological  structures within words. 

🕮 Phonemic awareness is the most complex or advanced part of a part of phonological  awareness. It 
refers to a person’s knowledge of words at the level of individual sounds (phonemes). 

🕮 Phonemic awareness is the ability to hear, identify and manipulate individual sounds in  spoken words.
  
🕮 Students’ reading success is correlated with phonemic awareness ability. When a  student achieves 

phonemic awareness, he or she will be able to identify the first, final,  and middle sounds in words.  

🕮 They will also be able to segment sounds (e.g. ‘cat’ is made of the sounds ‘c’-‘a’-‘t’) and  blend sounds 
(e.g. the sounds ‘d’-‘o’-‘g’ make the word ‘dog’).  

Phonological Awareness:  An Instructional and Practical Guide 
for  Use in the Kindergarten Classroom Rachel Woldmo
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Level 1: Words - Rhyming and Segmenting 
Sounds

Pair and bear...do they rhyme?

What rhymes with cat?

How many words are in the sentence ‘I went outside’?

What are the root words in ‘bathtub’?

Take the word ‘house’ away from ‘houseboat’, what word is 
left?

There are several important skills children need in order to become proficient readers and 
phonological awareness is one of them. It means having a understanding that spoken language can be 

broken down into small parts (sentences, words, syllables and sounds). Check out the sample 
questions  below to see how you can help your child strengthen and develop this skill.

Sample Questions
 to 

Ask Your Child

Level 2: Syllables - Segmenting Bigger Words into 
Smaller Parts

Can you clap the number of syllables in the word ‘car’, 
‘summer’, wonderful’?

What’s the last syllable in the word ‘summer’?

Level 3: Sounds - Isolating, Blending, 
and Breaking Up Sounds in Words

What is the first sound in the word ‘tip’? 

What is the last sound in the word ‘jam’?

Can you squish these sounds together to say the 
whole word…’s-u-n’?

Can you tell me each sound in the word ‘tug’?

The word is ‘bow’, can you say it with a ‘t’ at the end?
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Rhyme is important in so many ways…
● Helps to strengthen a child’s ability to notice and work with the sounds in 

language. This awareness leads to reading and writing success!
● Helps children learn about word families (let, met, pet, wet)
● Teaches children about patterns and structures of both spoken and written 

language.
● Songs and rhymes expose children to the rhythm of language and helps them 

read with expression and annotation.

Did you know that rhyming is one of the best  
predictors of how easily a child will learn to read?

Rhyming is one of the best predictors 
of how easily a child will learn to read.  

Children generally go through three 
stages of rhyming ability.  In the order 
of easiest to hardest, those stages are:

blog.AllAboutLearningPress.com

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18RVXSbOa0LUKWCVch8AY31VhFIKuJ5dZZv9hoWHepLU/edit?usp=sharing
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Did you know that the ability to break words into 
syllables is an important skill for children to learn 

before they learn to read?

Click here to 
learn all about 

syllables!          

Unplugged 
Games 

Online Games

Click below 
for Fun @ Home

Dividing words into parts, or "chunks" helps speed the process of decoding. Knowing 
the rules for syllable division can students read words more accurately and fluently. 

Understanding syllables can also help students learn to spell words correctly.

https://www.learninggamesforkids.com/vocabulary-games/syllables/syllable-lesson.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OqksN3l5X-RSCQN-As49OplaPyt14oZmPR6p4Ilt33I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OqksN3l5X-RSCQN-As49OplaPyt14oZmPR6p4Ilt33I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OqksN3l5X-RSCQN-As49OplaPyt14oZmPR6p4Ilt33I/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PHezrjobKI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PHezrjobKI
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Have you ever remembered a song from your early days at home or school?  You 
may have hummed it or sang it out loud.  Research shows that music is a powerful 

means of learning.  It also brings joy into our lives.

Here are a few things to do with your children:

𝅘𝅥𝅮 Sing songs and Nursery Rhymes
𝅘𝅥𝅮 Make up songs with rhyming words in them
𝅘𝅥𝅮 Make a simple instrument and play along to your 

favourite songs  

Try these 
at HOME

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N_dyV6RvXCGo0e0ZEcJjituUz_bPp3ZY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N_dyV6RvXCGo0e0ZEcJjituUz_bPp3ZY/view?usp=sharing
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Phonemic Awareness is understanding that words can be broken down into 
individual sounds (phonemes). It also relates to the ability to hear and identify 

individual sounds. 
Phoneme Isolation is a strategy that helps develop students' phonemic 

awareness.  This involves having students identify specific sounds in words 
(e.g., first, middle, last sound).

5 Skills that we can practice:
● Sound matching - the ability to identify words that begin with the same sound.
● Sounds isolation - the ability to isolate a single sound from within a word.
● Sound blending - the ability to blend individual sounds into a word.
● Sound segmentation - the ability to break a word into individual sounds.
● Sound manipulation - the ability to modify, change, or move the individual sounds in a word.

Games 
@ HOME

https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/english-language-arts-and-literacy/reading-foundational-skills/phonological-awareness/speech-syllables-and-sounds/
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Children can practice segmenting, blending, and deleting compound words.

Segmenting: which two words blend together to make the word bathtub?

Blending: Blend the words bath and tub together, what new word do they make?

Deleting: Delete the word house from the compound word houseboat.

 Practice these skills with the following words: 

Earthworm Meatballs Watermelon Hallway Scarecrow Toolbox
Driveway Sandpaper Overnight Washcloth Milkshake     Drumstick
Snowplow Grasshopper Homemade Teaspoon Sidewalk Doorbell
Sunset Inside Postcard Sweatshirt Highway Zookeeper
Shoelace Peanut                       Sunglasses                  Seashell                      Ladybug

 

Compound words are formed when two or more words are joined 
together to create a new word with a new meaning. For example, “sun” 
and “flower” are two different words, but when joined together, they 
form a new word, Sunflower.

Practice
 at HOME
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Reading is “brain food”

“Reading builds early literacy skills”
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FAMILY TALK TIME BINGO
Ask your child lots of questions?

Questions that require more than yes 
/ no answers.

Look at family photos together and 
have a conversation about what is 

happening in the picture.

Set aside special time to read 
aloud to your children.  

They are never too old for a good 
story.

Teach your child songs, nursery 
rhymes and poems that are fun to 

say.
Bake or cook a favourite recipe 

together. 
Explain the step and talk as you go.

Sing songs and nursery rhymes 
that include actions.

● -Head & Shoulders
● -If You’re Happy & You 

Know It
● -The Itsy Bitsy Spider

Play the game Would You Rather

Would you rather be able to fly or 
turn invisible?

Would you rather have no cell phone 
or no running water?

Go for a nature walk with your 
child.

Spend time talking in detail about 
things you can see, hear, or touch 

such as leaves, rain, and caterpillars 
etc.

Make a prediction!
Talk about what could happen 

next…
Sam stood on the edge of the diving 

board and looked down….

Introduce and use new vocabulary 
words from conversations, tv, and 

books.

Rhyming words sound the same at 
the end.

  Decide if 2 words rhyme? 
OR

Take turns giving 2 words that rhyme.
(box / fox)

     Talk about a show or movie
FREE

SPACE

Games Night!
Play cards or board game as a 

family.

Have your children "read" to you 
from a picture book by making up 

their own stories about the 
pictures

Play games that involve listening 
and following instructions.

(Eg. Simon Says/What Time 
is it, Mr. Wolf?)

Pick a topic of interest to your 
child and have them learn 

something new. 

Ask them to tell family members what 
they have learned.

Read stories to your child and 
have them tell the story back to 

you

Make some sock or paper bag 
puppets and then create a puppet 

play.

Describe your
perfect 

Day!

Tell each other about your 
personal experiences

● Embarrassing stories, 
interesting events, 
happy/sad moments

● Talk about something that 
makes you feel scared, 
excited or nervous.

Have your child explain how to do 
something step by step

How to make a peanut butter and jam 
sandwich.

Tell about something that makes 
you HAPPY!

Explain why.

Have your child tell a story from a 
story starter.

Once upon a time, there was a giant 
chicken...

Teach your child new vocabulary 
by describing things.

For example, the colors and shapes 
of things around the house. “Here is 

a yellow banana. It is long and skinny 
and curves a little.” “This is a spatula. 

It is shaped like a…”
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All stakeholders create a culture of learning so that students come first.

Phonological Awareness
The awareness that spoken language can be broken 

down into smaller parts/components - sentences, words, 
syllables & sounds; as well as the ability to talk about, reflect 

upon, and manipulate these components.

Phonemic Awareness
The awareness that words can be broken down into 

individual sounds (phonemes - the smallest unit of speech in 
the human language); the highest, or most complex level, in 
the hierarchy of phonological awareness skill development.

Adapted From: The Source for Phonological Awareness - Karin L. Johnson & Barbara A. Roseman



All stakeholders create a culture of learning so that students come first.

Where are we now? 

Where we are heading?

By June 2021, all Kindergarten, Grade 1 Teachers and ECEs across KPDSB will:
✔ Receive Phonological Awareness Training Part 1
✔ Administer the Phonological Awareness Diagnostic Tool
✔ Analyse the data from the Phonological Awareness Diagnostic Tool
 to plan and implement whole group learning opportunities that target explicit skills
✔ We currently have different schools piloting various resources to support Educator planning

As of March 31st 2021:
●  7 out of 16 schools have met our 2021 goal.
● All New Teacher Induction Program Teachers were given the opportunity to attend an 

after school session with Tara and Ann.

By June 2022, all new K, Gr. 1,Gr. 2 Teachers, ECEs, SERT’s and EA’s across KPDSB will:
✔ Receive Phonological Awareness Training Part 1
✔ Administer the Phonological Awareness Screening Tool to students who are below grade 

level in reading
✔ Analyse the data from the Phonological Awareness Diagnostic Tool
to plan and implement small group learning opportunities that target explicit skills

All Trained Kindergarten, Grade 1 Teachers and ECE’s will:
✔ attend a follow up session for a review of information and resource gathering and sharing



All stakeholders create a culture of learning so that students come first.



All stakeholders create a culture of learning so that students come first.

For information and resources please feel free to contact:

Tara Barber - KPDSB Speech and Language Pathologist
tara.barber@kpdsb.ca
807-407-8380

Lindsay Young - KPDSB Student Achievement Teacher
lindsay.young@kpdsb.ca
807-738-1184

mailto:tara.barber@kpdsb.ca
mailto:lindsay.young@kpdsb.ca

