
Students & staff
must self-screen
every day before
going to school

Non-medical masks
are required indoors

for all students in
grades 1-12

Staff will provide hand
hygiene & respiratory
etiquette training for

all students

Cohorting & physical
distancing between

cohorts will be
enforced 

Outdoor learning is
encouraged. Masking

is not required
outside of schools

Enhanced cleaning
programs will

include high touch
surfaces

BACK TO SCHOOL!
CLASSES START ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2021
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COVID-19: HEALTH, SAFETY AND OPERATIONAL
GUIDANCE FOR SCHOOLS AT A GLANCE

Cafeterias & food
programs are

permitted with some
restrictions

Visitors to schools will
be restricted to

curriculum &
programming needs

School buses will
operate at full capacity
with masking required

for grades 1-12

Ventilation systems
have been inspected
for optimization with

full monitoring in place

Clubs & extra-
curricular activities
are permitted with
some restrictions



Elementary school students in Kindergarten through Grade 8 will attend school five days
per week, with 300 minutes of instruction per day (regular school day). 
Cohorted classes will stay together and with one teacher, where possible. 
Students may be placed into small groups with students from other cohorts for Special
Education and programming purposes.
Students will have access to common spaces in schools this year with protocols/restrictions
in place (masking, hand hygiene, distancing, etc.). Common spaces include cafeterias,
libraries, etc. 
Members of different cohorts may be permitted to interact outside with distancing
encouraged, or inside with distancing and masking.

Secondary schools will provide daily (Monday to Friday) in-person learning for the full
duration of the school day (five instructional hours which is a regular school day).
Secondary schools will once again operate under a quadmester schedule with students
having two classes per day, one in the morning and one in the afternoon, to allow for
cohorting. 
Students will have access to common spaces in schools this year with protocols/restrictions
in place (masking, hand hygiene, distancing, etc.). Common spaces include cafeterias,
libraries, etc. 
Members of different cohorts may be permitted to interact outside with distancing
encouraged, or inside with distancing and masking.
Secondary students will have use of lockers this year where applicable.

Remote learning will be provided for families who selected that option for the 2021-2022
school year.
Schools will provide students learning remotely with 300 minutes of learning opportunities
and adhere to the requirements in Policy/Program Memorandum No. 164 which outlines
remote learning requirements for school boards, including providing access to remote
learning devices and minimum synchronous learning time.
Details around device pick-up and how to join classes will be shared with families directly
from their child’s school no later than August 30, 2021.  

To view the full COVID-19: Health, Safety and Operational Guidance for
Schools document, please click here.

General Information for Elementary (Kindergarten to Grade 8) In-Person Learning
Elementary schools will reopen for in-person learning on Thursday, September 2, 2021, with
health and safety protocols in place (more information on the health and safety protocols that
will be in place can be found below). 

General Information for Secondary (Grades 9-12) In-Person Learning
Secondary schools will reopen for in-person learning on Thursday, September 2, 2021, with
health and safety protocols in place (more information on the health and safety protocols that
will be in place can be found below). 

General Information for Remote Learning
Students who are learning remotely for the fall semester (September to January) will start
remote learning on Thursday, September 2, 2021.  More information can be found below.
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Mental health and well-being is our priority. The Keewatin-Patricia District School Board is
committed to enhancing and protecting mental health as we return to school. This is a shared
responsibility, between staff, parents/guardians, and community partners, to prepare and
support students for the return to school.

We are well-positioned to support student mental health and to continue our work in
reducing stigma and encouraging help-seeking. Our Student Counsellors will continue to be
open to all students, whether learning in-person or remotely, and we will work collectively
within a trauma-informed lens.

In addition to in-school supports and programs/promotion, our school board website has
numerous links and resources students and families can access, including links to School
Mental Health Ontario and national and local outreach numbers.  Please click here to view the
resources available.
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Students are expected to bring their own masks to wear at school and on student
transportation where applicable. Non-medical 3-ply masks will be made available by
schools for students who are not able to provide their own. 

Students can remove their masks indoors for the following activities provided a minimum
distance of two metres can be maintained between cohorts:

Engaging in low-contact physical activity (for example, gym class)
Eating or drinking (for example, lunch and nutrition breaks)

Students are not required to wear masks outdoors. Distancing will be encouraged outdoors
between cohorts as much as possible.

Students may be granted an accommodation/exemption from wearing a non-medical
mask/face covering for reasons related to a documented medical condition, mental health,
sensory, breathing difficulties or other reasons deemed reasonable by the school principal
and the child’s physician. For more information on our mask/face covering guidelines for
the 2021-2022 school year, please click here.  To request a mask exemption for your child,
please click here. Please note that any mask exemptions that were approved last school
year (2020-2021) will carry over into the 2021-2022 school year, families do not need to
request another exemption. 

Screening Requirements
All students and staff MUST self-screen prior to attending school each day (or prior to boarding
a school bus in the morning for bus students). Our schools will once again use the Ontario
COVID-19 School and Child Care Screening tool for daily screening. 

At this time, students do not need to provide proof of having completed the screen each day
however, families should be aware that the Ministry of Education may direct school boards and
schools to perform daily on-site confirmation of self-screening during a period of potential
higher transmission (for example, after a holiday period). Should on-site confirmation be
required, schools will notify families with as much notice as possible. 

All visitors to a school much complete the screen and provide confirmation of completing the
screen prior to or upon arrival to the school office.

Student Mask Requirements
Students in Grades 1 to 12 are required to wear properly fitted non-medical or cloth masks
indoors in schools, including in hallways and during classes and in school vehicles and on
school buses. Students in Kindergarten are encouraged but not required to wear non-medical
or cloth masks in indoor spaces. Please see the bullets below for additional information about
masking.

Hand Hygiene & Respiratory Etiquette
Appropriate hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette are among the most important protective
strategies for COVID-19. Schools will train/provide refresher training for students on appropriate
hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette, including the use of alcohol-based hand rub (ABHR).
Hand hygiene will be required by anyone entering schools and will also be incorporated into
the daily schedule at regular intervals during the day (for example, before eating food, after
using the washroom).
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Distancing & Congregating

Schools will ensure as much distancing as possible between students and between students
and staff members. Physical distancing measures will be layered with other public health
measures such as screening, hand hygiene, cohorting, enhanced cleaning and masking.
Outdoor learning opportunities will also be encouraged as often as possible. 

In larger schools, schools may use staggered lunch/breaks and separate entrances to limit
student congregation in the hallways and other areas (signage will be up to help direct
students in these instances).

Cleaning & Disinfection

Enhanced cleaning protocols will be in place for all KPDSB schools and buildings/offices.
Products that provide both cleaning and disinfection action will be used wherever possible
with a focus on high touch surfaces which include washrooms (for example, toilet fixtures,
faucets), eating areas (for example, tables, sinks, countertops), doorknobs, light switches,
handles, desks, phones, keyboards, touch screens, pushbuttons, handrails, computers,
photocopiers, and sports equipment.

Food Programs
Nutrition/third-party food programs (for example, secondary school cafeterias) and other food
programs (such as a pizza day and hot lunches) will be permitted to operate this year. More
information will be shared with families directly from schools once school starts in September.

Visitors
While some visitors to schools are permitted this year to support curriculum programming,
schools will still be limiting access to schools to ensure the safety of students and staff. Families
who wish to pick up/drop off their child(ren) or pick up/drop off items at the school will be
asked to do so from outside of the building wherever possible.

Ventilation
Ventilation systems in our schools have all been inspected for operations/optimization with full
monitoring for fresh air and filter quality.
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Cooperative Education Placements (Secondary Schools)
For students enrolled in cooperative education courses, in-person community placements are
permitted as long as they meet all relevant provincial requirements under the Reopening
Ontario Act and the direction and recommendations of the local health unit. If an in-person
placement is not possible, schools will strive to offer virtual placements.

Music
Music programs will be permitted in areas with adequate ventilation. Singing and the use of
wind instruments will also be permitted with some restrictions.

Health & Physical Education
In elementary and secondary health and physical education courses, the use of gymnasiums,
swimming pools, change rooms, weight rooms, indoor physical education equipment and
shared outdoor equipment is permitted with distancing.  High-contact activities are permitted
outdoors (masking not required) with low-contact activities permitted indoors (masking
required if a minimum distance of two metres cannot be maintained between cohorts). 

The Ministry of Education has indicated further guidance on health and physical education will
be shared with Boards prior to the start of the school year. 

Field Trips
Day trips and overnight stays will be permitted provided all relevant provincial requirements
under the Reopening Ontario Act can be met.

EQAO
For the 2021-2022 school year, regular EQAO assessments for grades 3 and 6 will resume in the
new digital format for math, reading and writing. Students in Grade 9 math will also write the
Grade 9 math assessment. 

EQAO assessments are required to be done in-person at your child(ren)’s school (schools will
work with remote learning students to arrange in-person testing with health and safety
measures in place).

Literacy & Community Involvement Graduation Requirements (Secondary Schools)
The literacy graduation requirement is waived for students graduating in the 2021-22 school
year. The literacy graduation requirement will be restored for students graduating in the 2022-
23 school year. 

The community involvement graduation requirement has been reduced from 40 hours to a
minimum of 20 hours of community involvement activities for students graduating in the
2021-22 school year. The community involvement graduation requirement of 40 hours will be
restored in 2022-23.
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https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/20r17
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Clubs
Clubs, activities, sport teams, bands (without wind instruments) and extra-curriculars are
permitted for the 2021-2022 school year. Cohorts may interact outdoors with physical
distancing encouraged, and indoors with masking and appropriate physical distancing.

Inter-school Sport Activities
Intramural sports will also be permitted with some restrictions. High-contact activities are
permitted outdoors and masking is not required. Low contact activities would also be
permitted outdoors for inter-school sports, with no masking. Low contact activities are
permitted indoors and masking is encouraged but not required if a minimum distance of two
metres can be maintained between individuals who are not part of the same classroom
cohort. Indoor low contact activities are still permitted if distancing cannot be maintained, but
masking would be required.
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Enhanced cleaning protocols of disinfecting high-touch surfaces at least twice daily; 
Use of non-medical masks required for students in grades 1-12; 
Assigned seating; 
Physical distancing while waiting at bus stops and boarding buses; and
Windows opened when feasible to increase ventilation. 

The information below has been provided by the Northwestern Ontario Student Services
Consortium.

Following Ontario’s COVID-10: Health, safety and operational guidance for schools (2021-2022)
school buses will operate at full capacity of up to three students per seat, with students who
live in the same household or are in the same classroom cohort seated together where
possible. Measures in place to prevent the spread of COVID-19 on school buses include: 

Active forms of travel (for example, walking and cycling) are encouraged to ease pressure on
transportation demand.

All Parents/Guardians are reminded to check your child’s transportation arrangements before
the start of next school year, as your bus number or stop times may have changed. You can
check your arrangements beginning on August 20th using our Parent Portal
www.nwobus.ca/parent-portal.

If you opted out of bussing or your student didn’t ride the bus regularly last year, you must
register before riding the bus. Please go to www.nwobus.ca or contact the Northwestern
Ontario Student Services Consortium at bussing@nwobus.ca or 807-223-1256 as soon as
possible to register. New registrations are processed as soon as possible, however, it may take
longer than normal for new bussing arrangements to be made.
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